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Just like the Faith, the Drum works for us if you pass it on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1. THE BCI PRAYERS, AS IN PEOPLE WHO PRAY 
 
Please submit any prayer request to 
BCI@archchicago.org. 
 
 

Prayers are requested for our Black Catholic leaders who 
have gone before us.  BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY 
MATTERS. 
 
Prayers are requested for a prayerful, successful and 
fruitful BLACK LIVES MATTER: RACE, VIOLENCE & 
POVERTY SYMPOSIUM 
November 6-7, 2015 – Xavier University in New 
Orleans, LA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:BCI@archchicago.org


2. ALL SOULS DAY 2015 & 2016 

Many thanks to Dr. Sylvia Hood Washington, conference 
convener, and all the presenters and attendees of this 
inaugural conference.  Committee formation for 2016 is 
now underway. 

   
SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR! 

ALL SOULS DAY 2016 
 
 



3. JUNETEENTH RETREAT 
 
A Catholic retreat for the African American community. 
SAVE THE DATE June 17th – 19th 
June 17th and 18th – Guided retreat at the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake. 
 
June 19th – Spiritual exercises for the home and the parish 
 
 

4. THE BCI FRIEND RAISER 

     
A FUND AND FRIEND RAISER FOR 

THE BLACK CATHOLIC MOTHER CHURCH. 
 

WIN A PURSE.  SUPPORT THE PARISH THAT SERVED AS A HOME 

FOR THE BLACK CATHOLIC COMMUNITY!!! 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

BIDDING STARTS AT MASS ON NOVEMBER 15th and 

ends after THE STEPPERS SET that evening. 
 

 
 

5. THE TOLTON GRAPHIC NOVEL 
  
 

 
LITURGY TRAINING 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

3949 SOUTH 
RACINE AVENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60609-
2523 

 
PHONE: 1-773-579-4900 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-933-

1800 
 

 
 

PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY!!! 



6.  THE NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC CONGRESS 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Congress XII 

July 6-9, 2017 

Orlando, Florida 
 

 
 

7. BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY 
 

THE BCI IS PLEASED TO CELEBRATE THE LIFE 
AND LEGACY OF THE FIRST CHICAGO CATHOLIC 

Jean Baptiste Point du Sable 
 
 

The BCI would welcome ideas on how we 
might best honor the women and men 
who build institutions that serve our 

people. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



8. BLACK CATHOLIC FUTURE 
A DREAM 

What if 

THE BCI was the most powerful organization 

of  

Black Catholics in the USA? 

 

What if the BCI decided to sponsor a 

HIGH SCHOOL in an  

AFRICAN AMERICAN NEIGHBORHOOD 

with 

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS? 

 

If each of the 

66,000 BLACK CATHOLICS in CHICAGO 

gave our school 

$15.00 A YEAR, 

CATHOLICS WOULD CHANGE THE LIVES OF 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF BLACK PEOPLE! 

 

THE BCI COULD USE CHANGE  

TO MAKE A CHANGE!!! 

 

WITH A NICKEL A DAY the BCI COULD 

SECURE THE EDUCATION of a  

WHOLE SCHOOL OF BLACK CHILDREN. 

 

THE BCI 

THE FUTURE DEPENDS ON WHAT WE DO 

TOGETHER 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS 



 

9. THE BCI AND YOU 
All are welcome to bring ideas and gifts to this collective 
work of baptizing matrimony and anointing, this effort of 
kujichagulia, umoja and imani.  This is a meeting of the 
seven sacraments of the church and the seven principles 
of kwanzaa.  This is a meeting of the church. That is what 
makes it and us truly catholic.  Stay tuned, stay close, get 
involved, walk together and don’t you get weary!  There’s 
a great camp meeting in the Promised Land.  Believe that 
you are in the camp. 

 

10. Parish Life and Formation Events 
The BCI received the following announcements from 
parishes, schools and organizations for the purpose of 
sharing information and invitation. 
 
Please seek permission to publish items in this newsletter 
from the pastor or person responsible for the sponsoring 
agent.  Please take care not to violate copyrights. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM ST.MARTIN DE PORRES 

ST. MARTIN DE PORRES 

FEAST DAY WEEKEND 2015 

Our Saint Martin de Porres Feast 

Day Weekend is coming soon. It will 

take place the weekend of 

November 7
th

 and 8
th

.  
 

Here are the events planned: 
 

Feast Day Luncheon 

A 1970’s Themed CelebrATion! 

Saturday, November 7
th

 at Noon 

Skylite Banquets 7117 W. Odgen in 

Berwyn 

Adults $50   Children 17 & Under $25 

For information call the Parish 

Office at 773-287-0206 
 

Feast Day Unity Mass 

Fr. David Jones, Celebrant and 

Homilist 

Sunday, November 8
th

 at 10:00am 

Saint Martin de Porres Church 

5112 West Washington Blvd 
 

BE SURE TO JOIN US FOR  

FEAST DAY WEEKEND 2015 



FROM THE FATHER TOLTON GUILD 

 



FROM OUR LADY GATE OF HEAVEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FROM ZACCHAEUS HOUSE 

 



 
FROM ST. AMBROSE 

 

The Choirs Of St. Ambrose Catholic Church Present:    
An Advent Concert 

 
Celebrating the Feast of our Patron Saint  

Aurelius Ambrosius Bishop of Milan 
 

 
Featuring  

Excerpts from Handel’s Messiah   
Gospel Magnificat by Robert Ray 

 

Special Guests 
Fr. David Jones, Fr. Arthur Anderson, OFM, Fr. Brian Walker, OP, Fr. John 

Owusu,  
Br. Pius Agyemang,  

Phyllis Calderon and A Touch of Classic Plus 

 
Saturday, December 5, 2015 

6:30 PM 
St. Ambrose Catholic Church 

1000 East 47th Street 
Chicago, IL 60653 

773.624.3695  
Fr. John Owusu, C.S.Sp.  Pastor 

Marcia Ann Berry and Ambrose Boateng, Conductors 
Donation $10.00 Advanced   $15.00 at the door 



 
FROM CORPUS CHRISTI 

 
 


