Volume 3, Issue 5

May 2015

Volume 3, Issue 5

May 2015

In Memoriam: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. (1937-2015)

May 2015

From the editor . . .

Volume 3, Issue 5

cast at http://obcchicago.org/2015/04/18/
remembering-our-shepherd/
We dedicate it to Cardinal
George in memoriam.
Also, the April 21 broadcast of

On Friday, August 8, 2014 the
Catholic Communities of the African Diaspora gathered in the Shrine
Chapel of St. Rita Cascia
High School on Chicago's
Southside to pray with and
for Francis Cardinal George,
OMI, and to thank him for
his leadership and commitment to the Church.
It was a glorious event
for which we are thankful to
have had to spend some time
with our shepherd and to
show our love for him.
We produced a brief video from photographs of that evening.
You may view it on the OBC Pod- “God’s Praise Tell” radio show was
focused on the legacy of Cardinal
George. I invited three Black Catholic leaders to join me. Deacon LeonThe Drum is a publication of the Office for
ard Richardson of St. Sabina, Dr. C.
Black Catholics, an agency of the
Vanessa White of CTU, and Sr.
Archdiocese or Chicago.
Anita Baird, DHM, the founding DiEditor, layout designer, and publisher:
rector of the Office for Racial JusAndrew Lyke,
tice. You can listen to that show on
Director of the Office for Black
the OBC Podcast at http://obcCatholics
chicago.org/2015/04/21/
News about activities and events relevant
remembering-francis-cardinalto the Black Catholic Community of the
george-omi/
Archdiocese of Chicago may be submitted
before the 15th of the month. Submissions
will be considered for publication under
the scrutiny of the Office for Black
Catholics. All submissions must be
submitted in electronic formats using MS
Word, MS Publisher, or PDF. All rights
reserved.
Stay with the beat and subscribe to The
Drum today! Go to
blackcatholicchicago.org

2

Andrew Lyke
Director of the Office for Black Catholics
Editor of The Drum

May he rest in peace.

Andrew Lyke
Office for Black Catholics
Cardinal Meyer Center
3525 S. Lake Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60653
www.BlackCatholicChicago.org
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Tolton’s sainthood cause part of cardinal’s legacy
By Catholic New World Staff

T

he fact that Father Augustus Tolton was the priest. His superiors told him American needed to be
first American priest of acknowledged Af- evangelized.
rican descent makes him an important figDisappointed to be plunged back into an overtly racure in U.S. Catholic history.vThe fact that ist environment, Tolton assumed the role of pastor of the
Cardinal George introduced Father Tolton’s cause for
black parish of St. Joseph Church. Popular with both
canonization only adds to his significance.
“It is appropriate that, during this Year for
Priests, we recall our forebears who were holy
men in the presbyterate of the Archdiocese of
Chicago,” Cardinal George told the Catholic
New World shortly after his March 1, 2010,
announcement of the canonization cause. Pope
Benedict XVI had called for the Year of Priests
that year.
A review of Tolton’s life reveals a man
who was more than holy, but also dedicated to
spreading the Catholic faith despite a lifetime
obstacle of prejudice.
Tolton was born on April 1, 1854, to slaves
Peter and Martha Tolton, who lived and
worked on a farm in Brush Creek, Missouri.
His parents were married in a Catholic ceremo- Cardinal George (fifth from left) joins in prayer with others in front of the grave of Father
ny, and raised Tolton and his brother and sister Augustus Tolton in Quincy, Illinois, on April 6, 2011. He joined a pilgrimage to the sites of
Totlon's early life. Karen Callaway/Catholic New World
in the Catholic faith.
Tolton’s father escaped to St. Louis during
the Civil War to serve in the Union Army, but was later black and white Catholics, he nonetheless transferred to
Chicago after three years. In 1891, he opened a storediscovered to have died of dysentery shortly after his
front church in Chicago that would later be known as St.
arrival in the city. Left alone and fearing that her three
children would be sold, Martha Tolton plotted an escape Monica’s. He died in 1897 at the age of 43 after collapsto Quincy, Illinois, then a site on the Underground Rail- ing from heat stroke. He was buried in Quincy, at his
request.
road. Tolton was 9 years old, and his sister was still a
His life shows a steadfast perseverance in the face of
baby who needed to be carried. Yet the foursome set out
for the Mississippi River, walking the 20 miles through intolerance, said Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Perry, who
mostly forest and travelling only at night to avoid detec- was appointed postulator of Tolton’s canonization cause
when it was formally opened in February 2011 after
tion. They crossed the river to freedom in 1862.
Martha Tolton and her sons worked in a Quincy ci- Vatican approval.
“He never dished back the prejudice thrown in his
gar factory, and the family attended Mass with other
blacks at St. Boniface Church. When he was 11, Tolton face,” Bishop Perry said at a February 2011 prayer serbegan attending St. Boniface School, but was forced to vice for Tolton.
An April 2011 pilgrimage to Quincy and Brush
quit after school employees were harassed because of
his race. He was later invited to enroll in nearby St. Pe- Creek brought home to Cardinal George Tolton’s unwavering faith.
ter’s School, where he became an altar server.
“I was deeply moved at his grave knowing that he
Finding himself increasingly drawn to a vocation to
had died in Chicago and done so much for us,” he said
the priesthood, Tolton graduated from St. Peter’s and
later attended St. Francis College — now Quincy Uni- at the time. “Then to come to where his last remains are
versity — only to be rejected by every U.S. seminary.
and to pray there was important.”
He finally gained admission in 1880 to a pontifical colThe Vatican in February 2012 named Tolton a
lege in Rome that trained and ordained priests for mis- “servant of God,” the first stage of the canonization prosionary work worldwide. Ordained at the age of 32, Tol- cess. Bishop Perry then assembled research on Tolton’s
ton expected to be sent to Africa but was instead dislife into a dossier that was sealed at a September 2014
patched back to Quincy as the first black American
(Continued on page 4)
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ceremony overseen by Cardinal George. Vatican officials are now studying the information
to determine if Tolton can be declared
“venerable.” The next stages are declarations
of “blessed” and then “saint.”
“Everything in the record of the case
demonstrates that we had a saint among us and
we hardly noticed,” Bishop Perry said at the
September ceremony.
Cardinal George put Tolton’s cause into a
larger perspective.
“History is what God remembers,” he said
at the ceremony. “The rest passes.”

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Perry talks to Father Roy Bauer from Quincy, Auxiliary Bishop
Francis Kane and Cardinal George and points to Tolton’s tomb on April 6, 2011. Karen
Callaway/Catholic New World

4

Volume 3, Issue 5

May 2015

Dr. C. Vanessa White
CARDINAL FRANCIS GEORGE: A Holy and Humble Servant of God
his is a time of both sadness and joy in our diocese as we
say farewell to a great and holy servant of God, Cardinal
Francis George. As black Catholics we understand the
experience of joy in the midst of suffering. We celebrate
the life of a beloved one while we also experience the pain of loss
of the one we so loved. His Eminence, Cardinal Francis George
journeyed with us on many occasions as we worshipped together, suffered and celebrated together.

T

One of the last times I saw him personally was at the archbishop of Chicago, he had a unique understanding
official closing of the first phase of the canonization
and view of the diverse nature of the Church and how
process for the cause of Fr. Augustus Tolton in Septem- racism divides this community of God.
ber 2014. Though his illness had impacted his ability to
In my travels, when people found out I was from
walk and he was in great pain, he was present to send
Chicago, the question would always arise about my exforth the official documents to Rome. The cause for
perience of Cardinal George. I would always answer
canonization of Fr. Tolton is part of Cardinal George’s that “He spoke with authority.” On one occasion, I
legacy. I remember on one occasion when he visited the shared this story with him. He laughed and said “I don’t
Tolton and Romero scholars at Catholic Theological
know about that.”
Union. He spoke with clarity and passion about Fr. TolA humble and great man of prayer and sanctity, Carton for quite some time, helping the scholars to better
dinal George will be missed by the people of God in the
understand the importance of the life of this holy man of Archdiocese of Chicago. But we know and believe in
faith to the Church. For him, Fr. Tolton was a model of the goodness of God, and hope to see him once again as
sanctity and service.
we all celebrate the resurrection of life on the last day!
Another aspect of his legacy is the attentiveness he
gave to the formation and training of Lay Ecclesial Min- Dr. C. Vanessa White is an Associate Professor of Spiristers for the Church. He was one of the foremost sup- ituality at Catholic Theological Union, where she is also
porters among his fellow bishops within the U.S. church the Director of the Augustus Tolton Pastoral Ministry
on lay ecclesial ministry In fact the Archdiocese of Chi- Program.
cago was one of the first dioceses
to have certification standards for
lay ecclesial ministry approved by
the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Cardinal
George was also one of the few
bishops who attended national
symposiums on lay ecclesial ministry and was always supportive
both in his words and as well as
financially of Black catholic lay
men and women pursuing lay ministerial leadership in the Church.
A third aspect of his legacy is
the pastoral document, Dwell in
My Love which he wrote to address the sin of racism. Again, he
was one of the few bishops to
write a pastoral document on racBishop Joseph Perry and Cardinal George signing official documents at the closing ceremony
ism and to specifically
acknowledge institutional and spa- for the investigative phase of the Cause for Sainthood of Fr. Augustus Tolton in September
2014
tial racism in our community. As
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In My Opinion . . .

I

Willie Cobb

am a Lay Ecclesial Minister for the Archdiocese of Chicago through a program
that Cardinal George initiated because he wanted to develop lay leadership within
the Archdiocese. I was privileged enough to take part in that program for 3 years.
Each year we met with Cardinal George at the Quigley Center where he would
answer our questions. During those sessions he made a few very powerful statements.

One such statement I remember was when he told us
that we have a part to play in the royal priesthood. He
said to tell the congregation that they are priests, prophets, and kings; and it is the Lay Minister’s job in the
community to bring the people to Christ. He went on to
say that we, as Catholics, have three pastors. The first
pastor is the Pope and he is in charge of the entire Roman Catholic Church. The second pastor is the local
bishop, the one in charge of the entire diocese, which
was Cardinal George at the time. The third pastor is the
pastor of your local parish. The Pope sends the bishops,
the bishops send the priests, and the priests send the lay
ecclesial ministers. It is the Lay Ecclesial Ministers’ job
to help the community to understand that they are
priests, prophets, and kings. This was a powerful endorsement for the ministers who work directly with the
community.
Another one of the many statements that Cardinal
George made was about Fathers. He said that Fathers
need to take their role as protectors; that the role of the
Father has been diminished in our modern society; and
that Fathers need to reclaim their role.
The first time I experienced the depth of Cardinal
George’s spirituality was at my lay ecclesial ministry
graduation. There were probably 20 of us graduating at
the Mundelein Seminary. We
were graduating alongside the
Hispanic community who had
over 80 lay ministers graduating, and alongside the priests
who were graduating as well. It
was a phenomenal opportunity
to be spiritually connected to
lay and clergy alike. While
there were very few African
Americans there, the experience
still had a multicultural slant to
it and it was a powerful experience. Feeling the Cardinal’s spirituality when he talked
about how proud he was of all of us who graduated
moved me. I had an opportunity a year later to share
with him how much I appreciated the lay ecclesial ministry program and how much I appreciated his trust in
the lay ministers.
Last August 8th I had the great privilege of experiencing the depth of Cardinal George’s spirituality. It

was a beautiful sight organized by the Office of Black
Catholics and the Black Diaconate, it was frankly a sea
of blackness. Africans and those of African descent
gathered together to hold a last prayer service for Cardinal George. I have never been so honored to be in the
presence of such beautiful spirituality as each African
nation was called up. They would bring their flag, some
would sing a song, and they were asked to stand up and
represent the African country of their origins. It was
black, African, and those of African descent all united
for our Cardinal. When they called for the African
American community to stand, the overwhelming number of people in the crowd got up, and I was even more
proud to be black, African American, and Catholic. All
of the same African origins; all, save one, of the same
race; all there to say farewell and thank you to Cardinal
George. It was a beautiful experience.
One thing that strikes me most was that each one of
these experiences were outside of liturgy. The two experiences for both prayer services put on by the Cardinal’s
people were beautiful spiritual moving prayer services.
That's what was special about Cardinal George. He
was able to connect to most people on most levels
whether it was high liturgy or an all-black African celebration. Cardinal George was always just Cardinal
George. He truly could care less
about your race, creed, or color.
This is the example we need in
this world. Today’s spiritual
leaders should lead by this spirituality, by their honesty, by
their love – not by any other
motivation but the love of God.
I never one time felt an issue of
race with Cardinal George. He
was simply the pastor of this
Archdiocese of Chicago and I
truly believe he cared about all
of his parishioners. I asked Cardinal George what we
should do about the diminishing number of black Catholics in the Archdiocese. He said he was concerned about
that and if I had any idea to please let him know. Cardinal George was a very spiritual man who understood the
plight of ordinary people.
Willie Cobb is Theology teacher and Campus Minister at
Notre Dame College Prep High School and a regular contributor to The Drum.

6

Volume 3, Issue 5

May 2015

Guns in Church?
John Barrett

W

hen the Illinois State legislature overrode the Governor’s
amendatory veto on July 9th 2013 HB 180, the concealed
carry bill, became the law in the State of Illinois. This law
allows a private citizen to carry a gun in public.
The law does not allow guns to be carried in certain locations, including Government buildings, schools, parks, bars, and several other
public places. It does not expressly prohibit the carrying of concealed
weapons in churches or other places of worship.
In order to prohibit carrying a gun in Church, under the law, we are
required to post a sign saying that no guns are allowed, at every entrance to the building. If no such sign were posted the
carrying of a concealed weapon would be allowed in the
church.
How are we, as a Catholic community to respond
to this question of whether
to allow guns in our
Church?
The person who carries
a concealed weapon has
already made the decision
that under certain circumstances they are prepared
to take the life of another
human being. While such
action may well be acceptable if it is the unavoidable final resort to an
imminent threat of death or
serious bodily harm, will
carrying a weapon in
Church imply that we have
decided that violence is a
solution that is supported
by our faith beliefs?
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, in
their testimony before the Senate Committee on the Judiciary on the topic of “Proposals to Reduce Gun Violence; Protecting our Communities while Respecting our
Second Amendment,” reminded us that we should live
out what Pope Benedict calls “our innate vocation to
peace.”
In their pastoral message “Confronting a Culture of
Violence: A Catholic Framework for Action” a pastoral
message of the US Catholic Bishops, we read:
We must join with Pope John Paul II to "proclaim,
with all the conviction of my faith in Christ and with
an awareness of my mission, that violence is evil,
that violence is unacceptable as a solution to problems, that violence is unworthy... Violence is a lie,
for it goes against the truth of our faith, the truth of

our humanity."
Each parish within the Archdiocese of Chicago must
make its own decision. However, this decision must be guided by
considerations different
from those that guide our
secular decisions as citizens. The Church’s liturgy
is “the outstanding means
by which the faithful …
manifest…the mystery of
Christ” (SC 2), who refused violence in the face
of violence (cf. Matthew
26:52). In weighing this
decision, each parish
should seriously consider
whether allowing weapons
into Church properly safeguards the liturgical task to
be the body of the crucified
Prince of Peace.
I would urge you all to
prayerfully reflect on this
question, talk with other members of your faith community and your Pastor and then act appropriately.
Additional information can be found at the Illinois
State Police website: http://www.isp.state.il.us/media/
pressdetails.cfm?ID=762
If you have any questions or require any assistance
in obtaining signs for your church please contact:
John Barrett
Organizing Catholics for Justice
gabolga@aol.com
708-848-4179
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TOLTON AMBASSADORS
Bishop Joseph N. Perry

F

ebruary 3, 2015, The Father Tolton Guild launched the Tolton A mbassadors program. Since the inauguration of the Cause for sainthood of Father Augustus Tolton in 2010 by Cardinal Francis George, OMI, Diocesan
Postulator Bishop Joseph Perry has answered requests of interested audiences for presentations on the Tolton Story and the details of the process for declared sainthood. Over one
hundred of these requests have
been honored to-date with the
assistance of Norbertine seminarian, Gerard Jordan, OPraem
sharing the speaking load. Now that the Cause has been instructed in compliance with the Vatican norms and the dossier
sent to Rome for consideration as of September 2014, we have
attached to the effort a corp of women and men locally and
around the country excited about the Cause whose volunteer
service entails maintaining a momentum of activity surrounding the Cause for beatification and canonization of Father Tolton (1854-1897). Akin to the gospel narrative of the further 72
(Luke 10) sent forth for evangelization,
Tolton Ambassadors are commissioned to:
1) Teach the faithful about the significance of the Tolton Cause
2) Make the Father Tolton story, in cooperation with
pastors and religious education leadership, a part of
instruction of adults, children and youth
3) Promote the absolute necessity of prayer for the
success of the Cause
4) With permission of local pastors to encourage support of the Cause among the faithful prayerfully
and financially through individual and group efforts having searched out appropriate events by
way of meetings, days of reflection, banquets and
the like
Tolton Ambassadors are identified and approved by the Diocesan Postulator of the Tolton Cause.
A. Gerard Jordan, O.Praem.

Bishop Joseph N. Perry
3/15
Michael Cross, Class of 2015 at Seton Academy, has been
awarded a scholarship from Comcast as one of their “Regional
Leaders and Achievers”. After graduation Michael has accepted an offer from Marquette University in Milwaukee where he
will study pre-med in the fall with an eye on becoming a dentist as is his uncle. Michael credits his mother, Mia, for his
academic success; continues to encourage and support him in
all of his endeavors.
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Walk For Your Health

P

Deacon Bruce McElrath

hysical exercise may help us fight off colds and infection.
The theory is that a good workout puts our body in a
condition similar to what happens at the onset of a fever.
That’s not all bad. A fever is the body’s way of fighting
back when micro-intruders get into our system. Increased body
temperature aids our white blood-cell defense system while
slowing down the action of bacteria and viruses. Exercise does the
same thing. It releases chemicals into the blood that stimulate the brain to make our temperature rise.
mechanisms necessary to fight spiritual infection.
The right exercise program is one of faith and
obedience. It is essential to spiritual health. Walk
with Jesus every day and you
you’ll truly be walking for
your health.
For A Healthy Heart, Give Your Faith A
Workout.

The first two chapters of 1 John indicate that a
regular practice of good spiritual exercise is beneficial
to the health of our soul. To ward off sin we must
“walk in the light as He is in the light.” (1:7) and
obey Jesus each day.
Disobedience, however, cools our spiritual
temperature. Fellowship with God and other
believers is neglected. Sin is neither confessed
nor forsaken. If we have a lukewarm faith (Rev.
3:16), we are not taking advantage of the defense

On the Battlefield
Deacon Bruce

Cardinal Francis George – Small Faith In A Big God

F

Deacon Bruce McElrath

aith – we all wish we had more of it, especially when facing mountainous problems. Yet most of us are
well practiced in faith. We sit down in chairs without checking them out; we use microwave ovens without analyzing how they work; we put keys in doors and expect them to open. We don’t go around moaning, “If only I had more faith in chairs, in microwaves, in keys.” We depend on these objects because we
see them as reliable – not because we’ve worked up great feelings of confidence.
the stigma of being handicap, even to displaying to the
end his love of life by living through cancer.
During his tenure I had the pleasure of serving with
him on several occasions and it was indeed a pleasure
because he always enjoyed and shared a joke, smile or
words of encouragement and he was truly a man of God
looking to serve the people of God.
When facing trails many Christians agonize to attain
mountain-size faith. But Jesus taught that faith the size
of a mustard seed is sufficient, if planted in the soil of
God’s greatness.
Cardinal Francis George not only displayed this
faith – he truly lived in God’s world with this faith. I
can imagine Cardinal George is listening to those wonderful words from God, “well done, my good and faithful servant!”

Jesus didn’t say to His disciples, “Have more faith in
God.” He simply said, “Have faith in God” (Mk.
11:22).
Cardinal George was a man of great faith. When
things were at its worse in his life he displayed his faith
in God and he displayed it for all to see. If he complained about the hand of life he was dealt he merely
informed all who asked, “It is with my God, who I trust
that will make my way.”
I can remember one day while serving with him at a
mass at St Francis de Sales there was a problem with his
mobility, moving from the church to the school hall,
Cardinal George merely said that God has given us an
opportunity to display our ability to overcome a situation –and he did.
We all admire a person who can overcome adverse
challenges. Cardinal George had definitely displayed
his ability to overcome obstacles from leading the archdiocese through all of its difficult moments, to defeating
9
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The Working Catholic: A Race Man
by Bill Droel

I

t was cold in the parking lot after the funeral, but I lingered long enough to
chat with an elderly priest. “We were about to get our first assignments out
of seminary,” he began. “A teacher gave me some advice: Stay away from
Falls; he’s a race man. Well, I was bold in those days and I replied: No,
he’s a man of justice.”

The funeral, celebrated at St. John of the Cross in
Western Springs, Illinois, was for Arthur Falls (19012000), a medical doctor, a pioneer in race relations and
a lifelong Chicago Catholic. He was indeed a “race
man” or a militant, but not in the sense of episodic, sloganeering skirmishes that result in little more than superficial media coverage. Falls was confrontational, but
consistently worked inside hospitals, schools, housing
agencies, businesses, parish committees and more to
achieve incremental policy changes.
Lincoln Rice in a new biography of Falls, Healing
the Racial Divide (Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2014),
supplies some background on my parking lot conversation. From about 1937 to 1942, Falls met regularly with
seminarians away from church property to talk about
urban issues and race. The group—which totaled about
30 over the years—included Msgr. Jack Egan (19162001), Fr. Martin Farrell (1911-1991) and Fr. Howard
Matty Hoffman (1916-2004), Rice tells us.
Falls founded and joined scores of organizations in
his steady persistence to end racism. A partial list includes serving on the executive board of the Chicago
Urban League, facilitating an interracial dialogue group
in the Morgan Park/Beverly neighborhood, active member of the Federation of Colored Catholics which became the National Catholic Interracial Federation, committees and ministries in his south side and then Western Springs parishes, founder of Chicago Catholic Interracial Council, founder of Committee to End Discrimination in Medical Institutions, member of Fellowship of
Reconciliation and member of Congress of Racial
Equality.
There are at least three Catholic Worker Houses in
Chicago. But do its members know who founded the
first one in Chicago? Arthur Falls in 1936. He is also
responsible for integrating the masthead of the New
York Catholic W orker newspaper.
All the while, Falls was a husband, father, practicing
doctor, a surgeon and for a time chief of staff at Provident Hospital.
Falls “was strongly grounded in Catholic theology,”
Rice says. He was particularly animated by the doctrine
of the Mystical Body of Christ, which holds that each
person regardless of status is godly. Falls, of course,
was aware that Catholics (including himself) and Catho-

lic institutions did not
consistently live out their own beliefs. He was fond of
saying that when it comes to the Body of Christ, the
doctrine is “mythical not mystical to too many of its
members.” And because of this doctrine it is, said Falls,
a heresy for Catholics and others to tolerate racial injustice.
No one—white or black—goes to confession—now
or back in former times—and admits the sin of racism.
Treating racial injustice as a heresy, suggests Healing
the Racial Divide,
might be more effective than calling it a
sin.
Falls believed in
the power of moral
suasion and appealing to people’s informed conscience.
He was a militant,
but a militant for interracial justice.
Falls believed that
black equality benefits blacks and
whites alike, explains Karen Joy
Johnson in a March
2015 essay for the
cyber-publication
Religion in American History
(www.usreligion.blogspot.com). Even as early as the
1930s this stance put Falls and others against those who
wanted black-only organizations. Because of Falls’ insistence on interracial life, Johnson writes, he “refused
to attend one of the colored parishes” as so designated
by most Catholic clergy in Chicago. Participation in a
regular neighborhood parish was thus for Falls a protest.
Falls’ optimism about dialogue was never, Rice continues, uncoupled from “dedication to a long and bitter
struggle.” An impulsive, impatient struggle will never
bear fruit. Falls plotted campaigns with the precision he
brought to his surgery. Only campaigns led by thought-
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America! … Be more than a broken back!

B

Dr. Keith Wilson

altimore, Maryland is a short distance from our nation’s capital but may as well
be light years away. It could be a metaphor for the two Americas often referenced by this nation’s first African-American occupant of 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue. Baltimore stands in stark contrast to our nation’s capital where the very
soul of America’s political vision is derived. Three branches of government co-exist so
that “WE THE PEOPLE” may form a more perfect union.
The challenge for those branches as of late has been
the insurance of” domestic tranquility” for all of its citizens. For many African-Americans their” general welfare “does not seem a priority as they live in communities such as inner city Baltimore where the same government that promises to” secure the blessings of liberty”
seems to routinely struggle with this concept when deal-

officers was to harm this citizen, but somewhere between that scene and the final
destination 25 year old Freddie Gray would end up dead
with a broken back after being transported handcuffed
without seatbelts as is required by law. It would be inappropriate to make assumptions about what happened in
this situation, but African-American citizens in “B-

People gather Tuesday, April 28, 2015, in Baltimore, in the aftermath of rioting following Monday's funeral for Freddie Gray, who died
in police custody.

ing with some of its citizens.
Once again in the “other” America, “another” black
citizen in plain view was taken off of an urban street for
the most minor of offenses in a brutal fashion by a multitude of officers. Many observers say that the officers
“bent the man like origami” as they forced his limp body
with motionless legs in to a squad car. Again a citizen
could be heard screaming that he could not breathe and
making sounds that horrified bystanders.
Clearly, no one can say that the initial intent of the

More” have complained about treatment at the hands of
local law enforcement for years. In fact recently a multi
mullion dollar settlement occurred when other officers
injured an improperly handcuffed victim who died while
in custody.
HBO had a critically acclaimed show called “The
Wire” which used the gritty city of Baltimore as its
backdrop. It is widely recognized that this critically acclaimed show captured the essence of the hopelessness
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what’s needed… I’d rather have [those in the classroom]
ful people grounded in the virtue of hope will succeed. think science than think black…We’ve already heard all
We don’t know how Falls would specifically react to the things the white man has done… Now the thing to
current events. However, Rice quotes a 1968 interview. think about is what do we do now.”
Some protest movements, Falls said, have “a great deal
of vocalization and very little cerebration… I realize it’s Bill Droel edits a free, print newsletter on faith and
not as dramatic a cry to shout W e want competent teach- work, INITIATIVES (PO Box 291102, Chicago, IL
ers instead of We want black teachers… But that’s
60629)
(Continued from page 10)

ters in that series were not actors, they were just paid to
live the challenged lives that that had and were filmed.
that many young black men face in that town. It also
gave a view into the policing of this community. As
The actress who portrayed “Snoop” Ms. Felicia “Snoop”
many jobs such as those in the steel industry and the
Pearson was arrested for the selling of drugs after the
harbor system were shipped overseas because of many of the policies of Washington politicians, unemployment and addiction became “B-More’s” main occupants.
Crime increased and many middle
class whites fled the city. Sounds like
many places in America. Gary, Detroit and
Cleveland are just a few of these cities.
Years of distrust of police officers festered. In some situations the officers lost
respect for the very citizens that they were
hired to “serve and protect”. In 1968 after
the death of Dr Martin Luther King Jr, in
the same area civil unrest boiled over. For
many when riots occurred after a recent
perceived case of police brutality, it was
déjà vu. Mistrust of the police is a fester- Demonstrators climb on a destroyed Baltimore Police car in the street near the corner of Pennsylvania
ing wound that had long been oozing in
this community and others including Ferseries ended.
guson, Missouri where many occupants feel hopeless.
Matthew 25:40 speaks of Jesus being the” great
This unhealed sore of resentment of the police really
shepherd “and references “whatever you did for one of
only needed minor stress to be reopened. At the same
time police officers across the country in cities like New the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.” The United States in its purest and most ideal
York City, Cleveland Ohio and Los Angeles are being
form is supposed to be a shepherd for all of its sheep. At
captured on smart phones where the force applied to
subdue a person in routine encounters almost invariably some point the greatest nation in the land will realize
ends in death or disability. This constant visual picking that the two Americas of the haves and the have-nots
will have to become that “more perfect union” and truly
at the scab would no doubt cause the wound of resentunite all of its states geographical and social!
ment of the police to hemorrhage into the streets of
America.
Dr. Keith Wilson is highly engaged lay leader at Holy
Civil unrest is almost always the result of ongoing
civil injustice. Communities of color have long suffered Angels Parish in the Bronzeville Community on Chicain situations where jobs are nonexistent, educational op- go’s South Side. He owns a dental practice in Frankfort,
portunities are inadequate and the criminal justice sys- Illinois and is a regular contributor to The Drum.
tem is over exuberant in its prosecution and occasional
persecution of citizens of color. The time has long past
for a “come to Jesus” moment in American society
where those two Americas need to meet in the middle.
As long as dealing drugs in a city like Baltimore is the
main cottage industry of opportunity for young black
men, American security is always at risk. For some
“The Wire” is actually “The Life”. Many of the charac(Continued from page 11)
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Dependence

T

By Connie Reden

people fail us, but God never does.
hink of objects we rely on
The promises made by God are never
daily. One of the things is
disconnected from us. His promises
the cell phone. If we forget
stand firmly in our favor and He never
the phone at home, most of
the time, we will return home to get
acts contrary to His word. Sometimes
it. If we can’t return, we feel we are
we drive to an ATM machine and it is
missing important calls or just calls
out of order while God is never inopfrom friends. There is an anxiety we
erative. When we have faith in Him
feel as the day progresses without the
there is not a requirement for payphone. We know it’s good for emerback. He is not a Quick ‘n Loan Cengencies, but if we forget to pay the
ter. He’s with us whenever there are
bill the phone is disconnected. Panic
needs and there are never limits on
sets in and we rush to make the necwhat He will give us. When we go
essary payment. Years ago there was
through situations, the experiences
Connie Redden
only the land home phone with an
may cause us to cry with pain and aganswering machine. Now the cell
ony. We need to remember His pain
phone causes us to be in an “immediate gratification
and agony was for us on the day He was crucified. His
mode”.
resurrection was a symbol of overcoming obstacles. As
Another item we depend on is the Automatic Teller our challenges pass we are resurrected with a new faith
Machine (ATM). When we need cash and we are not
we can endure with His help. The Easter season is a
close to our bank we go to another ATM where there is a game changer for our faith. It is a reminder that He
fee of three or four dollars for using another ATM. Some lived, died and resurrected Himself. We can live and die,
accounts allow from $20.00 to $500.00 to be withdrawn but our belief in God will provide our resurrection to His
at a time. Whatever the amount, the cash comes rippling heavenly home.
out for us to grab. We may need cash for various reasons
and we know when we make the withdrawal the cash
In the name of the Father who loves me,
will be the exact amount we requested. Someone is althe Son who lives within me, and the
ways going to make money from our dependencies.
Holy Spirit who empowers me. Amen,
Dependence is built on trust. There is complete reliance when one depends on things or persons. Sometimes
Amen, Amen.
we may think depending on machines is more trustful
than depending on people. There is one person who we Constance “Connie” Reden is a member of Holy Name of
can depend on 24 hours a day 7 days a week. The trust
Mary Parish in the Morgan Park Community. Her reflections
on faith and life is a regular feature of The Drum.
we have in the cell phone and ATM is a polluted and
misguided faith. Neither is dependable. Machines and

Meeting Protocol Workshop
Planning a meeting and don’t know where to start? Come to “A Workshop on Protocol” hosted by the Mattie Lampkins Parliamentary Unit. You will get help and ideas for planning meetings, both large and small, including invitations, seating arrangements, duties as host, and more. The workshop will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2015 at Our Lady of Peace Church
hall, 7851 S. Jeffery Blvd., Chicago, from 9:00 am to noon with registration and continental breakfast 8:30-9:00; off street
parking and hall entrance are on the north side of the church. The cost is $15 for adults, $10 for youth age 18 and younger.
Registration deadline is May 11th. For more information contact Elaine Johnson (708-333-3240, eljohnson8@juno.com) or
Juanita Burden (773-933-7820)
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God’s Praises Tell:
The Voice of Black Catholic
Chicago
Here are links to podcasts of April shows:

Black Catholics Making History

Tuesday, April 7, 2015
Stephen A. Martin, Jr. joins host Andrew Lyke to discuss two of his family members who are part
of the larger narrative of Black Catholic history, i.e., his father Stephen A. Martin, Sr. who broke
the color barrier in collegiate sports at Tulane and the Southeast Conference in 1965, and his uncle Fernand J. Cheri, OFM who became the 25th African American to be ordained a Roman Catholic bishop on March 23, 2015.

Effective Catholic Outreach to African-American Families

Tuesday, April 14, 2015
Host Andrew Lyke is joined by his wife Terri to discuss some upcoming events in Catholic ministry to African-American families.

Remembering Our Shepherd

Special podcast posted on April 18, 2015
On Friday, August 8, 2014 the Catholic Communities of the African Diaspora gathered in the
Shrine Chapel of St. Rita Cascia High School on Chicago’s Southside to pray with and for Francis
Cardinal George, OMI, and to thank him for his leadership and commitment to the Church. It was
a glorious event for which we are thankful to have had to spend some time with our shepherd and
to show our love for him. We dedicate this video as a memorial to him.

Remembering Francis Cardinal George, OMI

Tuesday, April 21, 2015
Andrew Lyke and guests Deacon Leonard Richardson, Sr. Anita Baird, and Dr. C. Vanessa White
share remembrances of Cardinal George.

“Strong Catholic Families” Initiative Shaped for African Americans

Tuesday April 28, 2014
Guests Willie Cobb and Michael Byrd join Andrew Lyke to discuss a new parish initiative at St.
Sabina’s.
Go to obc-chicago.org to listen to these and other broadcasts.
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES: SUGGESTED PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
We hope you will use one or more of these prayers on or before Mother’s Day, May 10.
1.

On this Mother’s Day, for all mothers, grandmothers, aunts and caregivers who

struggle in poverty to raise their children in safety and dignity, we pray to the Lord.
2.

For Catholic Charities, as it follows Christ’s command to “Love one another,” by

giving food, shelter and services to more than one million people in Cook and Lake
Counties, we pray to the Lord.
3.

For all who suffer, especially the poor, the infirm, the elderly, the addicted, the

abused, and those who live without hope, we pray to the Lord.
4.

May God, who is Love, strengthen the partnership between Catholic Charities and

our parish, and touch our hearts with His compassion for our brothers and sisters in need.
We pray to the Lord.
Esperamos que usted utilice una o más de estas oraciones en, o antes, del Día de las
Madres el próximo 10 de mayo.
1.

En este Día de las Madres, por todas las madres, abuelas, tías y mujeres

cuidadoras que luchan en la pobreza por criar a sus hijos con seguridad y dignidad,
roguemos al Señor.
2.

Por Caridades Católicas, que sigue el mandato de Cristo de “amarnos unos a otros”,

dando alimento, refugio y servicios a más de un millón de personas en los condados de
Cook y Lake, roguemos al Señor.
3.

Por todos los que sufren, especialmente los pobres, los enfermos, los ancianos, los

adictos, los que han sido abusados y los que viven sin esperanza, roguemos al Señor.
4.

Que Dios, que es Amor, fortalezca la colaboración entre Caridades Católicas y

nuestra parroquia, y toque nuestros corazones con Su compasión por nuestros hermanos y
hermanas necesitados, roguemos al Señor.
Ufamy, że parafia skorzysta z którejś z niżej podanych modlitw w Dniu Matki,
obchodzonym w tym roku w USA 10 maja.
1.

W Dniu Matki, módlmy się za wszystkie matki, babcie, ciocie i opiekunki, które

mimo ubóstwa potrafią dzieciom stworzyć warunki zapewniające im bezpieczeństwo i
godność, Ciebie prosimy.
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Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.
-- St. Jerome

Let the word of God influence your busy life!





Gain a fuller understanding of God’s word
Receive a richer appreciation of our faith tradition
Grow in your relationship with Christ
Experience a fuller sense of Christian community

Little Rock Scripture Study will be held at St. Ambrose Catholic
Parish. This 7-week study starts Saturday, April 18 and goes
through May 30, 2015. Bible study invites us to enter into the
journey of our lives with God at our side. The program includes
individual study as well as weekly prayer and small-group
discussions followed by a wrap-up lecture.
CONTACT
St. Ambrose Parish, 1012 E. 47 th St., Chicago, Illinois
at 773-624-017 or via email: ambrose47@aol.com
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950 AM

Tuesdays 9-9:30 a.m.
Relevant Radio 950-AM
Hosted by Andrew Lyke

Subscribe to the OBC Podcast and catch each show to
listen at your leisure.
Go to www.BlackCatholicChicago.org.

Visit the OBC Website!
Go to www.BlackCatholicChicago.org.
While you’re there subscribe to the OBC Podcast to catch every edition of God’s Praises Tell: The Voice of Black Catholic Chicago,
the weekly radio program that showcases people, events, and issues
important to Black Catholics. The show is hosted by Andrew Lyke,
Director of the Office for Black Catholics.
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