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Catholic teacher: Black America is ‘quietly pro-abortion,’ because ‘our 
men aren’t men’ 

by Dustin Siggins 
(Reprinted with permission  from LifeSiteNews.) 

According to 
Jones, a black religion 
and Latin teacher at the 
all-black South Chicago 
school, the students 
come from Holy 
Angels and another all-
black Catholic school, 
St. Margaret of 
Scotland School. 

Jones, 28, a 
Catholic convert who 
was raised in Chicago, 
has taught at Holy 
Angels for two years. 
What he has seen has shaped a view sharply critical of how black 
Americans are treated by pro-life leaders, black leaders, and their 
fellow black Americans. 

“Historically, if you look at some of the things that people in 
the civil rights movement said – Dr. Martin Luther King, and the 
Black Panthers, even with their sordid history – they were very 
pro-life,” says Jones. “Something changed. Something really kind 
of changed us to be this quietly pro-abortion group of people, 
almost unknowingly.” 

Jones believes it's part of the “contraceptive culture,” noting 
that “more money is poured into our schools for comprehensive 
sex education than other schools. When you say that the child is 
expendable in the womb, who cares if the person is outside of the 
womb? If they're in my way, I can kill them. That mindset that a 
person is not really a person if they are in the way – it's a cancer 
in our community.” 

“Our men are not men,” he continued. “They are using our 
women for sexual gratification, and then they're gone. The woman 

(Continued on page 2) 

WASHINGTON, D.C., January 24, 2014 (LifeSiteNews.com) –  
 

F or five years, Devin Jones has struggled to find the 
support to bring students at Holy Angels Catholic School 

to the March for Life. In 2014, for the first time, Jones helped lead 
a full bus of black students, chaperones, and a pastor to the March 
– a total of 56 attendees. 

“The cost for the March for Life pilgrimage for those who are 
already struggling is a lot, so we tend to need more support to 
supplement that cost,” Jones told LifeSiteNews.com. “Former 
Director of the Respect for Life Office in Chicago Marjorie Green 
decided that we're going to do this, and that she was going to find 
the money to help us do it.” 
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Holy Angels students in Washington, DC for the March for Life 
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is left with what some people call a choice – it's not really a 
choice – to abort the child or struggle in poverty to raise the child 
by herself.” 

Since his conversion, which he partially credits to thought 
inspired by the death of Blessed Pope John Paul II, Jones has 
worked to expand the Church's reach into low-income 
communities through non-profits and technology. In 2010, he 
founded Peter and Paul Ministries, which aims to help the Church 
better communicate salvation in the age of technology. He also 
hosted a weekly radio program called “God's Praises Tell,” under 
the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Black Catholics. 

One of the most effective rhetorical arguments by pro-
abortion advocates is that abortion helps women rise out of 
poverty. A study published in November 2012, for example, 
claims that “76 percent of owmen who had been denied abortion 
[on grounds the fetus was too old] were on public assistance, 
compared to 44 percent in the group who had undergone 
abortions.” 

Jones says this is definitely not the case in black 
communities. “We still have the highest poverty rate of any ethnic 
group in the country. And our poverty rates are not really going 
down. At this point, over 70 percent of our children are born to 
single-parent homes. That's one of the key indicators with 
whether a person will grow up in poverty.” 

The consequences of the contraceptive culture, according to 
Jones, spread well beyond abortion. “Marriage has declined in our 
community, which again helps the poverty rate to go up." He told 
LifeSiteNews that it is manifestly false "to say that killing our 
children is reducing the poverty rate. And even if it was reducing 
the poverty rate, we're still the worst off, because we're destroying 
the dignity of life in our community. We see that in the violence 
in our community, with the disproportionate number of children 
born out of wedlock.” 

Jones says the pro-life movement needs to have more black 
Americans publicly speaking out for life. “I think because of the 
history of racial tension in America, there are some African-
Americans – just like there are some white people – who are 

distrustful of other races. There are a couple of [African-
American] people – Ryan Bomberger is put out there a lot, Dr. 
Alveda King is put out there a lot – but there are so many more 
people with different stories who are African-American, who are 
black, that are pro-life. We need to find as many of those people 
as we can in the pro-life community and send them into the black 
community." 

“Have somebody from the community challenging us is what 
we need, in every community,” Jones pressed. “It's the difference 
between the teacher chastising the child and the mother chastising 
the child – when it comes from inside the household, it's more 
effective. It's not necessarily a racial thing; it's more we need 
people from inside our own house cleaning that house up.” 

“If you see the same faces, it gets old for anybody,” he said. 
Blame lies on individual black Americans as well as their 

leaders, according to Jones. "African-Americans need to be more 
open to educating themselves about what's going on in our 
communities. When you say that, at the very least, half of all of 
our pregnancies end in abortion, we're killing half of our children, 
and nobody has stood up and said, 'Hey, there's something strange 
about this.' That's weird.” 

“We talk about Trayvon Martin, but why haven't we talked 
about these 18 million black babies that have been killed? A third 
of our population from 1973 until now. Where's the conversation 
about that?" he asked. "We need to press our leaders on that.” 

Despite the high abortion rate among black Americans, Jones 
believes “most African-Americans I meet would view the child as 
a child in the womb,” but that the fight for the unborn is “not 
really talked about in our churches, whether they be Catholic or 
Protestant. It's not talked about in our homes.” 

"That's the biggest difference,” says Jones. “We celebrate 
life. We're a very family-oriented community. But we don't have 
those serious conversations and that's why this issue has been left 
to fester, because it's hidden under a rock somewhere." 

"Our politicians keep it hidden there, and we are all the worse 
off because of it,” Jones said. 
 

Teacher Devin Jones with Holy Angels 
Catholic School students and other 
marchers at “March for Life” in 
Washington, DC on January 19th.. 
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Pro-Life March lacks 
POC participation 

Willie Cobb 

I  attended the March for 
Life in Washington DC 

in January, with the Respect 
Life and Peace and Justice 
Offices. It was a great 
experience in more ways than 
I could have ever imagined. I 
was fortunate enough to be 
able to be on the bus with individuals who understood the 
magnitude of March for Life. It was a wonderful experience 
seeing almost 600 young people from Chicago gather themselves 
for such an important experience. Ray Pingoy and Debbie 
Cabezas from the Respect Life Office did a great job in both 
organizing and carrying out Chicago’s participation in the March.  

Once we arrived in Washington D.C, there was a wonderful 
itinerary that included a visit to the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception which is one of the most spiritual 
and moving places I have ever visited.  We took time out to visit 
the monuments in Washington; the Korean War monument is 
striking.  We attended a Mass and conversation with Cardinal 
George, a national rally that was broken up in to two parts, one 
with 28,000 people and the other with 6000 people, to the March 
itself that looked to have tens of thousands of people. During our 
rally, the MC announced several times that the sanctity of life 
issue impacts the Black and Hispanic communities more than any 

other racial group. That issue brought up several concerns for me, 
some of them disconcerting and others disappointing.   

The disappointing part was that the only large group of Black 
or Hispanic students that I could see at the March came with 
Devin Jones, the theology teacher and youth minister from Holy 
Angels. Devin took the opportunity to not only take these students 
to the March, but he took the opportunity to discuss with them the 
importance of the sanctity of life and the importance of their 
future. He took them on a college tour and was able to stay a little 
longer so as to have his students have a greater experience. Holy 
Angels is lucky to have a youth minister like Devin. The March 
became much more moving when I realized they were the only 
Black or Hispanic large group of students at the entire gathering. 
Understanding the sanctity of life is important for all young 
people, giving them the opportunity to see and feel experiences 
like the March for Life expands their horizons. 

The disconcerting part with the national March was not just 
the lack of people of color attending the March. There was a lack 
of people of color participating in the gathering itself. The MC 
remarked several times how many Black and Hispanic babies are 
aborted every year. But the organizers did not understand the 
importance of having a multicultural representation presenting the 
issue. While it might seem like a minor issue I felt culturally 
deprived at the rally. There were no Black or Hispanic people 
involved on stage and the MC even went so far as to say 
something culturally insensitive about the Mexican culture. The 
people who put these kinds of rallies together need to understand 
that the sanctity of life is all encompassing. It extends from the 
cradle to grave and it involves participation by all groups, all the 
time. The issue of the sanctity of life is an extremely important 
one to pass on to young people and this can happen much more 
easily if and when they feel included.  

 
Willie Cobb is the Youth Ministry Coordinator for Vicariate VI in 
the Office for Catechesis & Youth Ministry. 
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That Troublesome Bible Passage -Ephesians 5, 21-33 

Bishop Joseph N. Perry with Jordan Fetcko of Mundelein Seminary 

T his passage from the New Testament letter to the 
Ephesians is one of those scripture passages that may 

make you squirm in your seat.  Whenever it appears assigned to 
the Sunday readings some clergy, parish lectors and liturgists take 
option to omit the most awkward verses therein, in an attempt to 
spare the congregation from hearing the passage and sparing 
deacons, priests and bishops from preaching on it.  You know 
which verses I’m talking about:  Wives should be submissive to 
their husbands.  Didn’t we outgrow that attitude generations ago?  
Is the Christian faith promoting sexism?  Should we just remove 
the offending verses entirely? 

We should never delete the scripture no matter how hard 
certain passages are to read or hear, for to do so is like deleting 
God from the computer screen of our lives.  It is essentially the 
awkward relations between the sexes and what we have done by 
mishandling the marriage relationship that presents this passage 
such a challenge for our modern ears. 

Like the rest of scripture we cannot look at individual verses 
and presume to understand their meaning except in context within 
which the scripture was written.  If we back up a bit to the 
preceding verse we find the lens through which we should view 
the rest of this passage: Be submissive to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. 

Now “reverence” translated here is a bit of a weak 
translation.  The actual word in the Greek language used here 
means “fear” as in “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom,” a saying we find in the 
Book of Proverbs and in the 
Psalms, and is one of the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit invoked during 
the conferring of the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  This isn’t a horror 
movie fear or a monster fear or a 
roller-coaster fear but rather a 
pious and awe-filled recognition 
or respect that God is God and 
that we are not.  Because of this 
we’re supposed to be submissive 
to one another or submit to one 
another in humility, in mutual 
recognition of who the real boss 
is.  What a different world it 
would be if we could approach 
one another with a reverential 
awe! 

Yes, wives should be submissive to their husbands, but the 
previous sentence strongly implies that husbands should be 
submissive to their wives, too.  In fact, if we look just a bit further 
ahead, what do we find in the passage?  Husbands, love your 
wives even as Christ loved the Church and handed himself over 
for her.  This seems to be a qualifier for the action of wives.  If 
you think that means that guys get off easy then perhaps I need to 
remind you of what Christ did for the sake of his Church – gesture 
toward the altar crucifix.  Wives should not submit to anything 
issuing forth from their husbands.  Husbands loving their wives 

guarantees a qualitative 
relationship that allows an 
affirming response on part of 
his wife.  If he does not love 
her as a Christian husband 
should, then she should not 
submit.  St. Paul would agree 
with this if he lived in our day 
and witnessed what has 
happened to marriages across 
the societal landscape. 

Love is so much more 
than a nice feeling we sing 
about in songs, so much more 
than the plots of Hollywood movies.  Love is self-gift, self-
sacrifice.  Husbands, imitate Christ and give your life up for the 
sake of your brides.  That’s no small order.  But with the grace of 
God imbedded in the sacrament of marriage and the support of the 
church it’s more than doable.  Yes, wives, submit to your 
husbands not because he’s superior to you but because both of 
you are subject to Christ.  When St. Paul says that the wife should 
respect her husband, he refers to a love which can never be 
commanded by a tyrant.  It is won only by a lover. 

We learn from scripture as well as from the Church’s 
tradition that the marriage of man and woman is an image of the 
union between Christ and his Church.  It’s not a merely human 
institution which can be changed or ended however we please.  
We see in these beautiful words an early biblical catechesis on the 

higher summons of the marriage 
bond for a couple united in 
Christ, the life-giving bond 
between husband and wife, a 
bond forged in love, a bond 
forged in self-gift, a bond forged 
in the Christian call to be 
submissive to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. 
Every time a Christian man and 
woman goes down the aisle to 
seal their love in Christ, the 
Church essentially raises aloft its 
great Book and tells again a story 
we never tire hearing, the story of 
a God who has not given up on 
us.  This is the sacred sign, the 
sacrament in other words, a 

sacred thing that belongs to God.  A Christian married couple is 
asked to be a sign of the presence of God in the community by 
their unique love and friendship for each other. They are just 
participants in the story, not the private owners of their wedding. 
Submitted by combined authors:  
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The Deacon Speakin’ 

Expect a 
blessing! 

Deacon Bruce 
McElrath 

W hen a person stomps out of a church service 
complaining about the quality of the music, the 

length of the announcements, or a poorly delivered 
sermon, he himself may be the problem. 

Getting little or no benefit from a worship 
service is somewhat like going to Wal-Mart, 
Carson or Target and coming out with a 99-
cent item. Literally hundreds of thousands of 
dollars’ worth of merchandise are 
available, but the shopper will take 
away with her only what she has come 
prepared to get. 

If we enter a church service 
expecting a blessing, we have taken the 
first step to receiving one. If we participate 
with a genuine desire to hear God speak to 
us through the Scriptures, we will surely come 
away with our hearts filled. But we are bound to 
depart empty-handed if we merely go out of a sense of duty, 
attend with a critical attitude, or bear ill will toward the pastor or 
fellow members. 

The next time you go to church, go in the spirit of the 
psalmist, who declared, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us 
go into the house of Lord’” (Ps. 122:1). Then the hymns of praise, 
the fellowship of believers, and the preaching of the Word will 
bless your soul! 

TO BE SPIRITUALLY FED, GO TO CHURCH WITH A 
GOOD APPETITE, NOT A BAD ATTITUDE! 

 
. . . that on February 1, 1965 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and more than 200 others 
were arrested and jailed after 
a voting rights march in 
Selma, Alabama? 
 

 
 

. . . that on February 2, 1866 
Frederick Douglass and other 
Black leaders met with 
President Andrew Johnson to 
advocate for Black citizens’ 
voting rights, which Johnson 
opposed? 
 

 
. . . that on February 3, 1956 
Autherine Lucy, the first 
Black student admitted to the 
University of Alabama, 
attended classes; after with 
students and residents riot in 
protest, the school suspended 
Lucy citing “safety concerns.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
. . . that on February 8, 1968 
White state troopers fired into 
a crowd of mostly African-
American students at South 
Carolina State College, 
killing three and injuring 28, 
after students attempted to 
desegregate a “White” 
bowling alley. 
 

 
. . . that on February 9, 1960 a 
bomb exploded at the home 
of Carlotta Walls, the 
youngest of nine Black 
students who integrated 
Central High School in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, three years 
prior? 
 

 
. . . that on February 12, 1901, 
after having rejected it in 
1865, Delaware ratified the 
Thirteenth Amendment, 
which abolished slavery? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DDDIDIDID   YOUYOUYOU   KNOWKNOWKNOW.........   

Holy Angels Choir 
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DDDIDIDID   YOUYOUYOU   KNOWKNOWKNOW.........   

 
. . . that on February 24, 1865 
Kentucky refused to ratify the 
Thirteenth Amendment 
abolishing slavery? It finally 
does so in 1976. Ironically, 
Kentucky is the birthplace of 
Abraham Lincoln. I’m just 
sayin’! 
 

 
. . . that on February 25, 1886 
anti-Chinese convention in 
Boise, Idaho, started a 
movement, often violent, 
against Chinese immigrants? 
The Chinese population in 
Idaho decrease from one-third 
to nearly zero by 1910. 
 

 
. . . that on February 26, 2012 
Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-
old Black boy, was killed in 
Sanford, Florida? Police 
arrested shooter George 
Zimmerman only after a 
national outcry against the 
claim that the “Stand Your 
Ground” law barred his 
prosecution. 
 

 
. . . that on February 15, 1804 
New Jersey passed gradual 
emancipation act, becoming 
the last Northern state to 
abolish slavery? 
 

 
 

. . . that on February 16, 1847 
Missouri outlaws the 
education of Black people in 
the state and bans 
immigration of free Blacks 
into the state? 
 

 
. . . that on February 17, 1947 
a mob of White men brutally 
beat Willie Earle, slashing 
chunks of flesh from his body 
before blasting him with a 
shotgun, in Greenville, South 
Carolina? 28 men were 
charged were with the murder 
and later acquitted. 
 

 
. . . that on February 27, 2013 
Alabama officials argued 
before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in Shelby County vs. 
Holder that the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965’s protections are 
no longer needed to prevent 
discrimination? On June 25, 
the Court agreed. 
 
. . . that on February 28, 1942 
a mob of more than 1,000 
Whites riot outside a Detroit 
public housing project to 
prevent Black families from 
moving in? 
 

 
. . . that on February 28, 2007 
Shelton J. Fabre was ordained 
Catholic Bishop New 
Orleans, LA? 

 
. . . that on February 18, 1965 
Jimmie Lee Jackson, a 26-
year-old Black man, was shot 
by a White officer after police 
attached a peaceful civil 
rights protest in Marion, 
Alabama? He died eight days 
later. 
 

 
. . . that on February 19, 1942 
President Franklin Roosevelt 
signed Executive Order 9066, 
leading to forced relocation to 
interment camps of 120,000 
men, women, and children of 
Japanese ancestry living in 
western United States? 
 

 
. . . that on February 21, 1956 
a Montgomery County grand 
jury indicted more than 85 
bus boycott leaders and 
charged them with violating a 
statute barring boycotts 
without just cause? 
 

DDDIDIDID   YOUYOUYOU   KNOWKNOWKNOW.........   
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The Church, The Cardinal and You is a monthly news show 
featuring interviews with Cardinal George and broadcast via the 
Comcast cable network. Andrew Lyke, director of the Office for 
Black Catholics, and Todd Williamson, director of the Office for 
Divine Worship, host this show that includes a variety of stories 
taped at locations across the Archdiocese of Chicago. This 
program is produced by the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of 
Radio and Television. 

Comcast customers who live in Chicago and throughout the 
suburbs can see The Church, The Cardinal and You, Sunday at 
2:30 p.m. on CN-100, the Comcast Network (Channel 100). The 
program also airs Friday at 7 p.m. on Chicago Loop Cable 
Channel 25.  

950 AM 

God's Praises Tell 
The Voice of Black Catholic Chicago 

Tuesdays 9-9:30 a.m. 
Relevant Radio 950-AM 
Hosted by Andrew Lyke 

 

2,400 Celebrate the 
radical Martin Luther 
King, advance racial and 
economic equality  
We were 2,400 strong at Hope in an Age of Crisis at St. Michael 
the Archangel Church on January 19th. We demonstrated our 
power. We brought 2,400 people together to hold our elected 
officials accountable to advancing racial and economic equality.  
 We won a pledge from Governor Quinn to refuse to issue 

fracking permits until the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources adopts stringent fracking rules and to develop a 
Climate Action Plan for Illinois that limits carbon emissions 
from coal-fired power plants. 

 We won pledges from State Representative Christian Mitchell 
and Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle to 
introduce legislation to reduce mass incarceration of non-
violent offenders - mostly young and poor African American 
and Latino men. 

 We won commitments to introduce legislation that would 
require companies that receive state subsidies to pay a living 
wage to employees.  

 And in the fight against austerity we won pledges to close 
corporate tax loopholes, bring corporate tax transparency to 
Illinois and the City of Chicago and enact a graduated income 
tax that requires wealthy people to pay a higher percentage of 
their income in taxes than poor and middle class wage earners. 

 
Last, but not least, we're beginning to change the dominant 
narrative about poverty, inequality and how Dr. King is 
remembered. We broke through the narrative that if you’re poor, 
it’s your fault.…you must have done something wrong. We lifted 
up Dr. King’s radical message that racial equality is not possible 
without economic equality and that our nation still desperately 
needs a radical revolution of values - to move from a thing-oriented 
society to a person-oriented society. 
 
Report from David Hatch of The People’s Lobby 
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The Drum is a publication of the Office for Black Catholics, an agency of the 
Archdiocese or Chicago. 
 
Editor, layout designer, and publisher: Andrew Lyke,  

Director of the Office for Black Catholics 
 
News about activities and events relevant to the Black Catholic 
Community of the Archdiocese of Chicago may be submitted 
before the 15th of the month. Submissions will be considered for 
publication under the scrutiny of the Office for Black Catholics. 
All submissions must be submitted in electronic formats using MS 
Word, MS Publisher, or PDF. All rights reserved.  
 
Stay with the beat and subscribe to The Drum today! Go to 
blackcatholicchicago.org 

Like us on Facebook  
Go to www.facebook.com/blackcatholicchicago 




